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Umayra Tagiyeva: There were
four floods in August

In mid-August, the weather in Azerbaijan is relatively cool
for the summer season. The number of rainy days is higher
than in previous years.

The head of the National Hydrometeorological Service,
Umayra Tagiyeva, told AZERTAG that very hot and dry
weather is usually observed in the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic, the Aran region and Absheron in August.
However, this year the situation is different. In many regions
and the Absheron Peninsula, the amount of precipitation in
just 17 days is usually higher than the amount of
precipitation per month: “For example, the amount of
precipitation in the Absheron Peninsula was 147 percent of
the monthly norm. During this period, most precipitation fell
in Ismayilli (191 percent of the monthly norm), Sabirabad
(182 percent of the monthly norm), Sheki (109 percent of
the monthly norm) and Mingachevir (101 percent of the
monthly norm).

There were four floods as a result of heavy rains. For
comparison, no floods were registered in August 2019.

According to long-term meteorological observations, the
number of rainy days in Azerbaijan in August averaged to
four days. There was also an increase in the number of
rainy days. Thus, the Balakan-Sheki zone differs in the
number of rainy days. The number of rainy days in this
region was ten, and in the Central Aran and Gazakh-Ganja
zones seven days.

According to Tagiyeva, the amount of precipitation in Baku
and Absheron Peninsula for several hours on August 17
was 7-10 millimeters, which is 115-127 percent of the
monthly norm. The analysis shows that similar processes
were registered only twice in Baku and Absheron, on
August 11, 2009 and August 24, 2011. Such processes are
a manifestation of anomalous hydrometeorological events
that have increased in recent decades against the
background of climate change.
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The water canal, which has
been in disrepair for more than
thirty years, is being restored

Reconstruction work has begun on a 6-kilometer
canal separated from the Agsu branch of the
Upper Shirvan canal in the Agsu region, which
will supply irrigation water to more than 500
hectares in four villages.

AZERTAG's regional correspondent reports that
the canal, which is of special importance in the
water supply of Musabayli, Hajisamadli, llkhichi
and Malikchobanli villages, has not been used for
30 years and has become completely unusable.
In accordance with the "Action Plan for 2020-
2022 to ensure the efficient use of water
resources" approved by the Decree of President
Ilham Aliyev dated July 27, 2020 and the specific
instructions given, the identification of existing
resources in Agsu region, their maximum
efficiency Measures have been launched to use
it.

Elshad Tagizadeh, an engineer of the Agsu
Irrigation Systems Department of the Amelioration
and Water Management OJSC, told AZERTAC
that 12 workers and 4 drilling rigs were involved in
the restoration of the canal. The canal will be re-
dug and deepened, cleared of bushes, and the
surrounding area will be leveled. The canal, which
will be fully ready by the next planting season, will
eliminate the difficulties in irrigating not only the
sown areas, but also the backyards.
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Soils are becoming saline and
water is scarce in Azerbaijan

"Sometimes we see that a very fertile land is leased to a rich
entrepreneur. An entrepreneur digs lakes in those lands and
creates fish ponds. It would be more expedient to create these
lakes in saline soils." Recently, one of the environmental problems
in Azerbaijan is salinization. To date, 100,000 hectares of land in
the country have been salinized. This causes great damage not
only to agriculture, but also to the country's economy. According to
experts, soils become more saline if they are not irrigated properly
and there is water loss. Issues related to water shortages and
improper irrigation in the country have been repeatedly raised. It
should be noted that in most agricultural areas, irrigation is still
carried out by traditional methods. As a result, the lands become
unfit for cultivation.

Alovsat Guliyev, director of the Institute of Soil Science and
Agrochemistry, told Sputnik Azerbaijan that more than 500,000
hectares of land in the country are at risk of salinization.

"Such areas are mainly in the Kurdamir, Zardab, Sabirabad,
Saatli, Salyan, Neftchala regions of the Kur-Araz lowland," he
said, adding that 60 percent of the country's irrigation water is lost.
Thus, 7-8 billion cubic meters of water is discharged into the
Caspian Sea every year through collectors. According to ecologist
Araz Agayev, the main reason for water shortages in the country is
improper irrigation: "In many areas, the fields are still irrigated by
open irrigation. Water is not evenly distributed throughout the
area. As a result, water seeps into the lower layers of the soil and
causes groundwater levels to rise in the future. Saline soils lose
their agricultural significance. It is impossible to plant crops and
expect productivity in those areas.” The ecologist stressed that
irrigation systems in agriculture must be radically changed to
prevent salinization and water scarcity. Drip irrigation or newer
technologies should be used. Agayev also said that lands still
considered suitable for agriculture should be registered and
control over their use and irrigation should be strengthened.
Ecologist Jamshid Guliyev considers salinization to be the
country's main problem. "Today, thousands of hectares of land are
subject to salinization. This is one of the leading environmental
problems. Salinization causes great damage to agriculture, and
thus the economy," he said.

Guliyev added that the issue should be resolved at the state level.
"When land is leased, its purpose is not taken into account. | think
it is more important to whom the land is leased. Sometimes we
see that a very fertile land is leased to a rich entrepreneur, and the
entrepreneur creates lakes for fish farm there. It would be more
expedient to create these lakes in saline soils, "said the ecologist,
noting that even a seemingly small issue from afar actually causes
big problems.
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50% of the main water pipeline to
Neftchala is ready

In accordance with the instructions of President llham Aliyev,
measures are being taken to improve the water supply in the city
of Neftchala, where there is a shortage of drinking water.

The statement came from Azersu OJSC. The report also says that
the construction of a main water pipeline and reservoir that will
provide Neftchala with drinking water is underway. At the same
time, drinking water is transported to the city and surrounding
villages by vehicles. According to the project implemented to
improve the supply of drinking water in the city of Neftchala and
surrounding villages, the source of water was selected Shirvan-
Mugan group water pipeline. From here, a reservoir with a
capacity of 7,500 cubic meters is being built near the city of
Salyan to provide water to the city of Neftchala in a self-flowing
mode. At the same time, the construction of a 44 km long main
water pipeline with 560 mm diameter polyethylene pipes from the
reservoir to Neftchala continues. At present, more than 40% of
the work on the construction of the reservoir has been completed.
Work has been completed on the 22 km section of the main
pipeline. Thus, 50% of the work on the construction of the
reservoir and the main pipeline has been completed. The
construction is expected to be completed in November this year.
Water supply will be provided after the newly built main water
pipeline is connected to the existing network in Neftchala. It
should be noted that the recent increase in the hardness of the
Kura River due to water shortages has affected the quality of
water and made it unfit for drinking. Therefore, the needs of the
district center, as well as surrounding villages and settlements for
drinking water are met by water from trucks. At present, water is
transported to Neftchala from Salyan region by more than 30
vehicles every day. The transported water is filled into tanks
installed in the neighborhoods, as well as in the warehouses of
modular water treatment plants in the villages. The quality of
drinking water supplied to the population is regularly monitored
by mobile laboratories.

As part of the Neftchala water and sewerage system
reconstruction project, it is planned to build 118 km of drinking
water, 116 km of sewerage networks, 8.6 km of sewerage
collectors and a wastewater treatment plant in Neftchala city, as
well as Banka and Kurkand settlements.

https://report.az/infrastruktur/neftcalaya-cekilen-

magistral-su-kemerinin-50-i-hazirdir/

l

ERORT

Noftgalaya gokilon magistral su Komarinin SO %G -0 hazwrdar

s


https://report.az/infrastruktur/neftcalaya-cekilen-magistral-su-kemerinin-50-i-hazirdir/
https://report.az/infrastruktur/neftcalaya-cekilen-magistral-su-kemerinin-50-i-hazirdir/

AYNA.AZ

The flood caused extensive
damage to Goranboy

The fields were flooded and there were power
outages

The rain that started at midnight in Goranboy
caused a heavy flood in the morning. AYNA.AZ
reports quoting Baku TV that during the natural
disaster, the fields in the region were flooded, and
there were interruptions in the supply of
electricity.

During the natural disaster, the bridge around the
Baku-Gazakh highway in the Goranboy region
was flooded. There is a problem with the
movement of cars.

Strong flood waters flowed from the territory of
Goran settlement of the region. Muddy water,
which flows mainly through the fields, has created
difficulties for residents.

The flood caused by heavy rains has led to
greater complications in the village of Balakurd in
Goranboy. Several residents' clover and cotton
fields were covered with mud.

During the natural disaster, floodwaters on the
Goran-Naftalan road passing through Balakurd
village caused difficulties for traffic. Authorities
cleaned the road.

As a result of the rain that started at night,
electricity supply was cut off in Boluslu and
several villages of Goranboy.

https://ayna.az/news/16865
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