
AZERTAG.AZ 

Asif Verdiyev: Water level in 
rivers has decreased 

 
Recently, there has been a significant reduction in precipitation due 
to climate change, and a decrease in water content in the country's 
rivers as a result of prolonged drought in the warmer months of the 
year. In May and June this year, the water level in the Kura River, 
as well as other rivers flowing into it, decreased due to subnormal 
rainfall and abnormal temperatures in early June. As a result, from 
May 15 to May 31, the water level in the upper reaches of the Kura 
River, such as the Giragkesemen settlement, decreased by 108 
centimeters. At the same time, below the Mingachevir reservoir of 
the Kura River, the water level decreased by 47 cm in Yevlakh, 127 
cm in Zardab, 165 cm in Surra, 190 cm in Shirvan, 154 cm in 
Salyan and 122 cm in Novruzlu settlement of the Araz River. 
The statement came from Asif Verdiyev, chief hydrologist of the 
National Hydrometeorological Service. 
According to him, although the water level in Giragkesemen 
settlement continued to decrease in June, the water level in the 
lower reaches fluctuated due to a slight increase in the amount of 
water discharged from the Mingachevir reservoir. At the same time, 
the level of demand for water has decreased in some years. This 
year's decline is slightly higher than in previous years, but a similar 
situation was observed in 2001. 
The use of large amounts of water resources in both neighboring 
Georgia and Turkey, as well as in Azerbaijan, to meet the demand 
for water, leads to more water being withdrawn from the Kura 
River, which affects its current situation. 
Unfortunately, we are witnessing the use of fresh water for 
technical purposes everywhere. 
Water levels of the Kura River are decreasing. It is also 
characterized by complex problems such as water scarcity. Thus, 
the decrease in the water level in the Kura River leads to a 
decrease in the speed of its flow, which in turn causes the 
seawater to enter the riverbed when the north-east wind 
intensifies. 
The Kura River flows through Turkey and Georgia and is polluted. 
To solve the problem of water use, it is important for each state in 
the region to take measures to build water treatment plants that 
meet international standards, and to apply protective 
technologies. The decrease river water quantity should be a 
signal towards the economical and efficient use of water. 

 
02.07.2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
https://azertag.az/xeber/Asif_Verdiyev_CHaylarda_sululuq_azalib‐1526631  



ECO.GOV.AZ 

Rains have increased 
the water level in 
the rivers 

 
As a result of rains in the country over the past day, 

the water level in the rivers Zayamchay, Kurakchay 
and Dastafurchay, flowing through the territory of the 
Lesser Caucasus, increased. The Dastafurchay river, 
the left tributary of the Ganjachay, was flooded. The 
statement came from Asif Verdiyev, director of the 
Hydrology Center of the National Hydrometeorological 
Service. 

He noted that the water level in Ayrichay and 
Kishchay rivers flowing from the southern slope of the 
Greater Caucasus has also increased. Flood 
occurred in Ayrichay river. 

"As these rivers flow directly into 

the Ganikh River, the water level in the Ganikh River 

has also increased. 
I would like to note that the rains after a long drought 
have led to an increase in the water level in the 
mountain rivers, which has affected the Kura and 

Ganikh rivers,” Mr. Verdiyev noted. 
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Areas in Baku,  
normally supplied 
with water 24 hours a 
day, are no longer 
supplied with water 
at night 

 
In some districts of the capital, water is supplied 
intermittently. According to the residents of 
Binagadi district, water was supplied to the area 
24 hours a day, but recently it has been cut off 
at 00.00. 

 
Water supply is resumed in the morning. Spokesman 
for Azersu Anar Jabrayilli told Sputnik Azerbaijan that 
the reason is the water problem in the whole country: 
“Citizens should take this into account. Azersu 
regulates the regime. For this reason, we have 
stopped supplying water at night in areas where water 
was previously provided 24 hours a day, and we 
collect water in a reservoir so that we can supply it 
during the day. Subscribers should take this into 
account.”  
Due to the summer season and the pandemic in the 
country, water use has increased by 38 percent. 
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Shahin Mustafayev: 
"There is an acute 
shortage of water in 
the country" 

 
Azerbaijan has low water resources, declining river 
water levels, climate change, rising average 
temperatures, declining surface water resources 
from neighboring countries, and a significant 
reduction in precipitation. 
On the other hand, the increase in demand for water 
in recent years has increased the country's water 
shortage as a result of the development of the 
country's economy, including agriculture, expansion 
of arable land, irrigation and drinking water supply 
networks. 
This was stated by Deputy Prime Minister Shahin 
Mustafayev at a meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers 
chaired by President Ilham Aliyev on the results of 
socio-economic development in the first half of 2020 
and the tasks ahead. 

 
"In this regard, the situation is particularly tense in 
the country's water resources this year. At present, 
the main reservoirs have a capacity of 20.5 billion 
cubic meters, which is sharply lower than in previous 
years - only 11.3 billion cubic meters, of which 8.6 
billion cubic meters is dead water. 
Despite the large-scale works carried out under your 
leadership in previous years, taking precautionary 
measures, such as the construction of Takhtakorpu, 
Shamkirchay, Heydar Aliyev (Vaykhir) reservoirs in 
Nakhchivan, Oguz-Gabala-Baku water pipeline and 
other projects, there is an acute water shortage." , he 
said. 
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Kura dies: The situation has 
reached a critical point 
In the Kura River delta, waters from the Caspian Sea join the river 

and are still "advancing". In the beginning, this problem existed 

in seven villages, including the town of Neftchala, but now the 

sea water has mixed with the river for more than 60 kilometers 

along the Kura River. 

This means that it passed through Ashagi Surra village, the last 

settlement of Neftchala, and reached Arabgardashbeyli village 

of Salyan region. Now Neftchala has a problem with drinking 

water. 

 
It is worth noting that more than 20 water trucks have been 

brought to the region to provide the city population with drinking 

water. These trucks take water from Salyan and transport it to 

Neftchala. However, the water of the Kura is so salty that even 

cattle do not drink it. Farmers were forced to irrigate their cotton 

fields with saline water. According to experts, the water level in 

the Kura River has dropped below the minimum level due to the 

dry weather this year. The river has completely stopped 

flowing. The lower reaches of the river, which flows into the 

Caspian Sea, mix with seawater and begin to flow back. On the 

other hand, seawater can easily enter the river due to the 

sludge treatment. 

The next is the Salyan region. Salinization is observed in the 
part of the Kura River passing through the Arabgardashbeyli 

village of the region. According to experts, in order to avoid 

problems, the river level should be raised by creating artificial 

barriers in the Kura delta, or the volume of water discharged 

from the Mingachevir reservoir should be increased. If preventive 

measures are not taken in time, the situation in both regions 

could reach catastrophic proportions. 

 
17.07.2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

https://oxu.az/society/406539  


